


1. INSPIRATION

Ever wanted to talk to a Painting?

 Now you can with the Talking 
Painting.

 Art + AI + Augmented Reality = ?

by

Autistic Artist Charles Clapshaw



2. UNIQUE INSIGHT

I hope that having an insightful and intelligent conversation with a painting may help inspire or shift 
perspectives and there is only one way to find out.

In addition, because the AI model has been created by the artist who is autistic with ADHD, it also has the 
characteristics of Autism and ADHD. This not only helps with the diversity of people working with these 
new technologies but also to create a future for all of us.
 
This technology, created from painting to personality, is an opportunity for people with autism to explain 
our perspective and have some fun together.



3. PROGRESS



the Talking Painting(s)

I am an artist who has been exploring the intersection of art and technology for the last 25 years and finally believe it has become interesting.  

My primary focus was the intersection of augmented reality and art via my painting and sharing with artists the new options and museums such as Getty and AGNSW as the AR artist at Apple. 

I stopped for covid and a surprise diagnosis of Autism but the access barriers are easier now and I am trying to return.

WHAT IS THE ARTWORK?

Ever wanted to talk to a painting?  Now you can… 

The project I am asking for support from Creative Australia is to help me combine my work with painting, augmented reality, projection mapping as well as recent explorations creating local AI and it’s possibilities with existing art.

Using these tools, I am creating a painting that you can have a conversation with. 

My creative rationale is only to see what will happen - as the quality of large language models now allows an intelligent conversation on a particular topic.  To me this is an interesting area to explore in an artful way, to keep art and inspiration in the minds of the new technologists shaping our world as well as playful and 
creative.

As the AI model has been created by an autistic person with ADHD, and so it also has the characteristics of Autism and ADHD. This technology, open source and put together by me, is perhaps an opportunity for people with autism to explain our perspective rather than perceived as a disorder.

WHY?

Firstly because when I was supporting artists such as Lisa Reihana or Tricky Walsh, they led me to ask what is my story as an artist? 

This story was gradually  discovered via my autism diagnosis and journeys with art. I feel that now I can generate content that can be tailored to a specific audience or aspect, and I have something to say about autism, my fight for those of us who can not communicate like most.

There are many misconceptions about autism in Australia which means that we do not receive the support and understanding we need. The current situation is dire with the artist's life expectancy only 55 and I am currently 50 already.

It is time the good guys (artists) take the lead with technology 
(as we have in the past with William Blake etc)

The end result will be an exhibition of paintings. Using a QR code embedded in the painting, AI and augmented reality will allow you to chat with the painting and it will move and respond back to you. 

This not only showcases Autism in an engaging way, but also the diversity and capacities that we have.

HOW DOES THIS BENEFIT THE ARTIST?

My career as an artist has been in the background and despite exhibiting in Paris with Centre Pompidou (2019), advising the Getty Museum in LA, the Sydney Biennale with Mimili Maku Arts and Brook Andrew (2020), I have never been recognised, exhibited or published, I hope that being recognised for this initiative will 
help progress my career as a full time artist.  This is mostly communication and networking - - since my autism diagnosis in 2021, it has affected me in a profound way and I retreated from the world.
Fortunately thanks to a small group of supporters from my psychologist, psychiatrist and friend I am now ok and working on my rehabilitation.  However autism is a permanent  disability and so as part of the project I have included a support worker as well as an autism mentor to help my continued needs for support to 
complete this development.

I am also hopeful that Creative Australia will help me communicate my project and art.

HOW CAN WE BE SURE IT WILL WORK?

They say that the person to sit next to in an emergency is someone with ADHD and I preplan all outcomes and solutions before I commence.

Having worked in technology since 1997, I have a strong track record of delivering new technology for large audiences and one of my last projects was the world's first augmented reality drone show over Circular Quay in Sydney 2021 which was delivered in 3 months to budget and vision.  

My background founding the international Digital Arts Network in 2012 and the people I met have taught me how to be a safe digital midwife and I received specialist training in Boston as part of a leadership program.  I have already validated key aspects of the project and can demonstrate a localised test via prints and 
augmented reality.

MY GOALS AND ASPIRATIONS
I believe more conversations about art are always ok and necessary and so I wish to explore the potential of AI.  However it is lonely in AI land for a conceptual painter and so I plan to introduce, showcase and drag contemporary artists and museums with me.  

A key reason for this is so that I can continue to create, support my family, as well as the fact that making art, inspiring people and meeting other artists is a life-long journey for me.



4. TEAM - ARTIST CHARLES CLAPSHAW

QUICK ANSWERS

- Team: With this project I am 
working as the artist, painter, 
creative technologist, motion 
design, IT and AI whisperer. 

- Why: To me it makes sense to 
explore our future in a more 
abstract way and so I am 
focusing on this whilst I can.



QUICK HISTORY ABOUT FOUNDER CHARLES CLAPSHAW

2022



5. THE ASK
To enable this work, I am asking for your help.

But only to be open to inspiration and come on this journey.

All content will be online at www.charlesclapshaw.com and my 
ask is two things:

a) Community - my disability is one where I am often unable 
to communicate, or I process things later which can be 
frustrating for others.  I wish to create a community of 
autistic artists in a quiet place where we are supported 
and valued

b) Funding - to start I have chosen a project that could have 
commercial success but that is not what I am looking for, 
I am simply curious.  Timing is key, to do this now I need 
to work on it full time if possible

Thank you for your support :-)

http://www.charlesclapshaw.com


5. THE ASK - TIME/COST BREAKDOWN



</ends>


